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Chapter  Five 


The  Holy  Prophet’s  Rank  as  Mercy 
to  the  Worlds  and  His  Compassion 
for  All  the  Creation 
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i/i.  According  to  cAisha  *§t,  the  mother  of  believers,  she  asked  the 
Prophet  “Did  you  ever  experience  a day  harder  than  the  day  of 
Uhud?”  He  replied,  “Indeed,  I experienced  a great  deal  at  the  hands 
of  your  people  [the  Quraysh].  The  hardest  treatment  I met  from  them 
was  on  the  Day  of  cAqaba  when  I presented  myself  to  Ibn  Abd  Yalll  b. 
cAbd  Kulal  [one  of  the  chiefs  of  Taif].  He  did  not  respond  [to  my  call] 
so  I departed  with  deep  distress  and  I did  not  recover  until  I arrived 
at  Qarn  al-Thacalib.  There,  I raised  my  head  and,  lo  and  behold,  I was 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  Bad ’ al-khalq  [The  Beginning 
of  Creation],  Ch.:  “Mention  of  the  Angels,”  3:1180  §3059;  •Muslim  in  al- 
Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Jihad  wa  al-siyar  [The  Striving  and  Military  Expeditions],  Ch.. 
“On  the  Harm  Experienced  by  the  Prophet  jfe  at  the  Hands  of  the  Pagans  and 
Hypocrites,”  3:14x0  §1795;  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 4:4°5  §77°^; 
•Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahth , 14:516  §6561;  *Abu  cAwana  in  al-Musnad , 3:340 
§690x5  •al-Tabaran!  in  al-Mucjam  al-awsat , 8:370  §890x. 


115 


r 6 I Muhammad  The  Merciful 


under  a cloud  that  cast  its  shadow  on  me.  I looked  at  it  and,  suddenly, 
I saw  Jibrll  inside  it  and  he  called  out  to  me,  saying,  ‘Indeed,  Allah 
heard  what  your  people  said  to  you  and  their  response  to  you,  and 
He  has  sent  you  the  angel  in  charge  of  the  mountains  that  you  may 
command  him  what  you  like  in  regard  to  these  people.’  Then  the  angel 
of  the  mountains  called  me,  greeted  me  with  salutations  of  peace  and 
said,  ‘O  Muhammad!  I will  do  as  you  wish;  if  you  like,  I will  bring 
together  the  two  mountains  [that  stand  opposite  to  each  other  at  the 
extremities  of  Mecca]  to  crush  them  in  between.’  But  I said,  cNay, 
rather  I hope  that  Allah  will  bring  forth  from  among  their  descendants 
people  who  will  worship  Allah  alone  and  associate  no  partners  with 
Him.’” 

Agreed  upon. 
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2/2.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  Mascud  “It  is  as  if  I am  looking 
at  the  Prophet  now,  speaking  about  a Prophet  from  the  Prophets 
of  old;  one  struck  by  his  people,  causing  him  to  bleed,  and  yet  he  said 
as  he  wiped  the  blood  from  his  face,  cO  Allah!  Forgive  my  people,  for 
they  know  not!”’ 

Agreed  upon. 


z Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Anbiya 5 [On  the  Prophets], 
Ch.:  “The  Hadith  About  the  Cave,”  3:1282  §3 290;  •Muslim  in  al-$ahth : Bk.: 
al-Jihad  wa  al-siyar  [The  Striving  and  Military  Expeditions],  Ch.:  “On  the 
Battle  ofUhud,”  3:141751792;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  1:453  §4331:; 
•Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Fitan  [On  Tribulations],  Ch.:  “Patience  with 
Affliction,”  2:1335  §4°2*5;  *Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad , 9:131  §52*°5;  #al-Bazzar 
in  al-Musnad , 5:106-107  §1686. 
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3/3.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Ji, 

“It  was  submitted,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah!  Invoke  a curse  against 
the  pagans,3 4 5  but  he  replied,  ‘I  was  not  sent  as  a curser;  I was  only  sent 
as  mercy.555 


Reported  by  Muslim  and  al-Bukhari  in  al-Adab  [al-mufrad]. 


In  another  narration  he  said  “I  was  only  sent  as  mercy  and  I was 
not  sent  as  punishment.” 

Reported  by  Abu  Nucaym,  al-Bayhaql  and  Ibn  cAsakir. 
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4/4.  According  to  Salman  “Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said, 
‘Indeed,  He  [Allah]  only  sent  me  as  mercy  to  the  worlds.5” 
Reported  by  Abu  Dawud. 


3 Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Birr  wa  sila  wa  al-adab  [On  Piety, 
Familial  Integration,  and  Good  Manners],  Ch.:  “The  Prohibition  of  Invoking 
Curses  Against  Creatures  and  Other  Things,”  4:2006  §2599;  •al-Bukhari  in 
al-Adab  al-mufrad , 119  §321;  •Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad , 11:35  §6174;  #Abu 
Nucaym  in  Dala'il al-nubuwwa , 1:40  §2;  •al-Bayhaql  in  Shucab  al-iman , 2:144 
§1403;  •Ibn  cAsakir  in  TarJkh  Dimasbq , 4:92;  •al-Husaynl  in  al-Baydn  wa  al- 
tacrtf  1:283  §754;  #Ibn  Kathlr  in  TafsJr  al-Qufan  al-Aiim , 3:202. 

4 Set  forth  by  *Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:437  §2,3757;  •Abu  Dawud 
in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Sunna  [The  Sunna],  Ch.:  “The  Prohibition  of  Maligning 

the  Companions  of  Allah’s  Messenger  4:215  §4659. 


n8  I Muhammad  The  Merciful 


jlliij  'XO-j  JiZ OJ  :$k  Jli  :J^  jit  £*^1  <jj  -°  /° 


.JUS^l  oljj 

5/5.  According  to  Abu  Umama  &,  “Allah’s  Messenger  & said, 

‘Indeed,  Allah  sent  me  as  mercy  to  the  worlds  and  a guidance  for 
the  worlds.5 6 7” 

Reported  by  Ahmad. 
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6/6.  According  to  another  report,  and  a guidance  for  the  God- 
fearing  [muttaqm  i.e.  the  Prophets  and  the  righteous].” 


Reported  by  Abu  Nu‘aym. 
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7/7.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  j&,  “Allah’s  Messenger  said, 

‘O  people!  I am  only  mercy  gifted  to  you!555 


5 Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-M.usnad , 5:268  §22361;  #al-TabaranI 
in  al-Muzjam  al-Kabtr ; 8:196  §7803;  •al-Mundhirl  in  al-Targhib  wa  al-Tarhib , 
3:181  §3583;  *Ibn  Rajab  in /<zraic  al-culum  wa  al-hikam , 1:415;  •al-Haythaml 
in  MajmaQ  al-Zawa'id , 5:69;  •al-Suyutl  in  al-Durr  al-Manthur , 5:688. 

6 Set  forth  by  #Abu  Nucaym  in  DalaHl  al-Nubuwwa , 1:4  §1. 

7 Set  forth  by  •al-Danroi  in  the  introduction  of  al-Sutiati , section,  How  the 
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Reported  by  al-Dariml,  Ibn  Abl  Shayba  and  al-Hakim  (and  this 
wording  is  his).  According  to  al-Hakim,  “This  is  an  authentic 
tradition  conforming  to  the  stipulation  of  the  two  Shaykhs  [i.e., 
al-Bukharl  and  Muslim],  for  both  of  them  utilized  Malik  b. 
SaTr  as  a proof  and  isolated  narrations  from  reliable  sources  are 
accepted.”  Al-Haythami  said,  “Its  sources  are  authentic.” 
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8/8.  According  to  Abu  Musa  al-AslTarl  j^, 

“Allah’s  Messenger  would  mention  to  us  his  various  names. 
He  would  say,  CI  am  Muhammad,  Ahmad,  al-Muqaffl  [the  Last],  al- 
Hashir  [the  Gatherer],  the  Prophet  of  Repentance  and  the  Prophet  of 
Mercy.’” 


Reported  by  Muslim,  Ahmad  and  Ibn  Abl  Shayba. 
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Prophet’s  Affair  Was  in  the  Beginning  J|,”  1:21  §10;  #Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al- 
Musannaf , 6:325  §31782;  •al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak , 1:91  §100;  •al-QudaT 
in  Musnad  al-Shihab , 2:189-190  §1160-1161;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mucjam  al- 
Awsat , 3:223  §2981  and  in  al-Mvfjam  al-Saghlr , 1:168  §264;  •al-Bayhaql  in 
Shitab  al-Iman , 2:143-144  §§§1402,  1404,  1445;  •al-Haythaml  in  MajmaQ 
al-Zawa'id , 8:257. 

8 Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-FadaHl  [The  Virtues],  Ch.: 
“Regarding  His  Names  4:1828  §2355;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 
4:395  §§404*  407;  *Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf. , 6:311  §31692-31693; 
•al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak , 2:659  §4185-4186;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mucjam 
al-Awsat , 4:327  §§4338,  4417;  *Ibn  Jacd  in  al-Musnad , 1:479  §3322. 
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9/9.  According  to  cAta'  b.  Yasar, 

“I  met  cAbd  Allah  b.  cAmr  b.  al-cAs  and  said  (to  him),  Tell  me 
about  the  attributes  of  Allah’s  Messenger  0,  as  found  in  the  Torah.’ 
He  said,  ‘Yes.  By  Allah,  he  is  described  in  the  Torah  with  some  of  his 
attributes  mentioned  in  the  Qur'an,  4O  Prophet!  Certainly,  We  have 
sent  you  as  a witness,  a giver  of  glad  tidings  and  a warner^  [0.33:45] 
and  a protection  to  the  unlettered.  You  are  My  slave  and  Messenger.  I 
have  named  you  al-Mutawakkil  [the  trustworthy  one]  who  is  neither 
bilious  nor  callous,  nor  loud  in  the  markets.  He  does  not  react  to  a 
wrong  action  with  a wrong  action;  rather  he  pardons  and  forgives. 
Allah  will  not  take  him  back  to  Himself  until  He  has  made  through 
him  the  crooked  community  straight  so  that  they  say,  “There  is  no 
God  but  Allah,”  and  with  that  they  will  open  blind  eyes,  deaf  ears  and 
covered  (polluted)  hearts.’” 


Reported  by  al-Bukhari,  Ahmad  and  al-Darimi 
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9 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Buyu c [The  Transactions], 
Ch.:  “The  Prohibition  of  Being  Loud  and  Boisterous  in  the  Marketplace,” 
2:747  $ 2-01 8,  and  in  Bk.:  al-TafsTr  [The  QuTanic  Exegesis],  Ch.:  “On  the 
Verse  4 Certainly  We  have  sent  you  as  a witness,  a giver  of  glad  tidings,  and 
a warner'fy”  4:1831  §4558,  and  in  • al-Adab  al-Mufrad , 95  §2.46;  •Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:174  §6622;  •al-Darimi  in  al-Sunan , 1:16  §6; 
•Abu  Nu'aym  in  Hilya  al-Awliya\  5:387;  »Ibn  Sacd  in  al-Tabaqat  al-Kubra , 
1:360-362;  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 7:45  §13079,  and  in  • Shucab 
al-Iman , 2:137  §1410,  and  in  • al-Ptiqad , 1:256;  *al-MaqdisI  in  al-Ahadlth 
al-Mukhtara , 9:460  §435;  •al-Tabari  in  Jam?  al-Bayan , 9:83;  *Ibn  Kathlr  in 
Taf sir  al- Qur'an  al-cAzim , 2:254. 
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io/io.  According  to  Malik  b.  al-Huwayrith 

“Allah’s  Messenger  ^ was  most  merciful  and  tender-hearted.” 
Reported  by  Muslim  and  al-Daraqutnl. 
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ii/ii.  According  to  cUthman  b.  Hunayf  j&, 

“A  blind  man  came  to  the  Prophet  ^ and  said,  “Pray  to  Allah 


10  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk .:  al-Masajid  wa  mawadi  al-salah 
[The  Mosques  and  Places  of  Prayer],  Ch.:  “On  Who  Has  More  Right  to  the 
Imamate,”  1:465  §674;  •al-Daraqutnl  in  al-Sunan , 1:272  §1;  •al-Tabarani  in 
al-Mucjam  al-Kabir , 19:288  §637;  •al-Bayhaqi  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 1:385 
§1678,  2:17  §2102,  and  3:120  §5076. 

11  Set  forth  by  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Dacawat  [The  Supplications], 
Ch.:  “Regarding  the  Supplication  of  a Weak  Person,”  5:569  §3578;  •Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 4:138  §17240-17242;  #Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan : 
Bk.:  lqamat  al-salah  wa  al-sunna  fiha  [The  Establishing  the  Prayer  and  the 
Sunna  Therein],  Ch.:  “On  What  Has  Been  Reported  Regarding  the  Prayer  of 
Need,”  1:441  §1385;  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 6:168  §10495,  io494; 
•Ibn  Khuzayma  in  al-Sahth , 2:225  §1219;  •al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak , 1:458, 
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that  He  grants  me  health  (i.e.,  restoration  of  sight).”  The  Prophet  0 
replied,  “If  you  like  I put  it  off— which  is  better  for  you— or  if  you  like, 
I pray  for  you  (right  now).”  The  man  submitted,  ‘Supplicate  Him.’  So 
he  ordered  him  to  perform  the  ritual  ablution  well  and  pray  two  cycles 
of  prayer,  and  then  entreat  with  this  supplication:  “O  Allah!  I ask 
You  and  turn  to  You  through  Muhammad,  the  Prophet  of  Mercy.  O 
Muhammad!  I turn  to  my  Lord  through  you  so  that  this  need  of  mine 
may  be  fulfilled.  O Allah,  so  approve  the  intercession  of  Your  Beloved 
Messenger  in  my  favour! " 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  al-Tirmidhl,  al-Nasa’I,  Ibn  Majah  [and  this 
wording  is  his],  and  al-Bukharl  (in  al-Tarikh  al-Kabir).  According 
to  al-Tirmidhl,  “This  is  a fine  authentic  tradition.”  According 
to  Abu  Ishaq,  “This  is  an  authentic  tradition.”  Al-Hakim  said, 
“This  is  an  authentic  tradition  conforming  to  the  stipulation  of 
the  two  Shaykhs  [i.e.,  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim].  According  to 
al-Haythaml,  “It  is  an  authentic  tradition.”  And  al-Albanl  said, 

“It  is  authentic.” 
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iz/iz.  According  to  Abu  Musa  al-Ash‘arI  “Abu  Jalib  travelled  to 

700,  and  707  §§§1180,  1909,  192-9;  •al-Tabarani  in  al-Mu'jam  al-Saghir 
1:306  §508,  and  in  •al-Mucjam  al-Kabir,  9:30  §83x1;  »‘Abd  b.  Humayd  in  al- 
Musnad,  1:147  §379;  ‘al-MundhirT  in  al-Targhib  wa  al-Tarhtb,  1:171  §10x8; 
•al-Haythaml  in  Majmac  al-Zawa'id , z'.zjy. 

IZ  Set  forth  by  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan,  Kitab  al-Manaqib  [The  Exemplary 
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the  Levant  and  the  Prophet  accompanied  him  along  with  some  elders 
from  the  Quraysh.  When  they  reached  a monk,  they  dismounted  from 
their  riding  animals  and  removed  their  belongings.  The  monk  then 
approached  them,  whereas  before  that  they  would  pass  by  him,  but 
he  would  neither  go  to  them  nor  take  any  care  of  them.  So  when  they 
were  removing  their  belongings,  the  monk  began  to  go  among  them, 
until  he  reached  Allah’s  Messenger  3^,  took  his  hand,  and  said,  ‘This 
is  the  master  of  the  worlds  [sayyid  al-Qalamm\ ; this  is  the  Messenger 
of  the  Lord  of  the  worlds;  Allah  sends  him  as  mercy  to  the  worlds.’” 

Reported  by  al-Tirmidhl,  Ibn  Abl  Shayba  and  Ibn  Hibban.  Al- 

Tirmidhl  said,  “This  is  a fine  tradition.” 
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13/13.  cAbd  Allah  b.  Mascud  ^ said, 

“When  you  invoke  salutation  on  Allah’s  Messenger  $ do  it  well,  for 
you  do  not  know  that  it  is  presented  to  him.”  They  [the  Companions] 


Qualities],  Ch.:  “On  What  Has  Been  Reported  About  the  Prophet’s  Prophethood 
^k,”  5:59°  §3620;  #Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf \ 6:317  §§31733,  36541; 
•Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Thiqat , 1:42;  #Abu  Nucaym  in  Dala'il  al-Nubuwwa , 1:45 
§19;  •al-Tabari  in  Tarikh  al-Umam  wa  al-Muluk , 1:519. 

13  Set  forth  by  #Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  Iqamat  al-salah  wa  al-sunna 
fiha  [The  Establishing  the  Prayer  and  the  Sunna  Therein],  Ch.:  “On  Sending 
Prayers  Upon  the  Prophet  1:293  §9°6;  *Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad , 9:175 
§5267;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mu'jam  al-Kabir , 8:1 15  §8594;  •al-Bayhaql  in  Shitab 
al-hnan , 2:208  §1550;  #al-Shashl  in  al-Musnad , 2:89  §611;  •al-Mahamili  in 
al-Amali , 1:287-288  §294;  •al-Mundhirl  in  al-Targhtb  wa  al-Tarhlb , 2:329 
§*588. 
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said  to  him,  “So  teach  us  sending  salutation  on  him.”  He  said,  “Say,  cO 
Allah!  Place  Your  salutations,  mercy,  and  blessings  upon  the  Master  of 
the  Messengers,  the  Imam  of  the  pious,  and  the  Seal  of  the  Prophets, 
Muhammad,  Your  servant  and  Messenger,  the  Imam  of  goodness, 
the  leader  of  goodness  and  the  Messenger  of  Mercy.  O Allah!  Grant 
him  the  praiseworthy  station  over  which  the  first  and  the  last  will  be 
jealous.’” 

Reported  by  Ibn  Majah,  cAbd  al-Razzaq  and  Abu  Yacla. 
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14/14.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  Mascud  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ 
said, 

“My  attributes  are:  Ahmad  al-Mutawakkil — most  praiseworthy 
and  trusting  Allah;  neither  bilious  nor  callous;  and  the  one  who  pays 
back  a good  deed  and  does  not  repay  evil  with  evil.  His  birthplace  is 
Mecca  and  his  abode  of  immigration  is  Tayba  [Medina  the  Pure].  His 
Community  engages  in  abundant  praise  [of  Allah].  They  wear  their 
loincloths  at  mid-shin  level  and  they  wash  their  extremities  in  ritual 
ablution  [wudu%  Their  scripture  is  within  their  breasts  (they  learn 
the  Qur'an  by  heart)  and  they  align  themselves  in  straight  rows  for 
the  ritual  prayer  as  they  do  for  combat.  Their  blood  is  the  sacrifice  by 
which  they  draw  near  to  me.  They  are  ascetic  devotees  by  night  and 
lions  by  day.” 


14  Set  forth  by  •al-JabaranT  in  al-Mu‘jam  al-Kabir , 100:89  §10046;  •al- 
DaylamT  in  Musnad  al-Firdaws , z:400  §3779;  •al-Haythaml  in  Majmac  al- 
ZawaHd , 8:2.71. 
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Reported  by  al-Tabarani  and  al-Daylami. 
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15/15.  According  to  Ibn  'Abbas  $k,  Allah’s  Messenger  $k  said, 

“In  the  Qur'an  my  name  is  Muhammad;  in  the  Gospel  it  is  Ahmad; 
and  in  the  Torah  it  is  Uhld  [he  who  takes  to  one  side].  I was  named 
Uhld  because  I shall  keep  my  Community  from  the  Fire  of  Hell.  So  for 
that  sake  love  the  Arabs  wholeheartedly.’” 

Reported  by  Ibn  'Asakir,  al-Qurtubl  and  al-Dhahabl. 
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16/16.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  the  Prophet  0 said, 

“There  is  not  a single  believer  save  that  I am  closer  to  him  [than 

15  Set  forth  by  »Ibn  Asakir  in  Tarikh  Dimashq , 3:32;  •al-Qurtubl  in  al- 
Jamic  li  Ahkam  al-Qur'an , 18:84;  #al-Dhahabl  in  Mlzan  al-Vtidal , 1:336;  *al- 
Asqalani  in  Lisan  al-Mlzan , 1:354  §1096;  •al-NawawI  in  Tahdhib  al-Asma\ 
1:49;  •al-Suyutl  in  al-Khasa'is  al-Kubra,  1:133. 

16  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-lstiqrad  wa  add'  al- 

duyun  wa  al-hijr  wa  al-taflls  [The  Loans,  Repayment  of  Debts,  Rent, 
and  Bankruptcy],  Ch.:  “Prayer  Over  One  Who  Leaves  a Debt  Behind,” 
2:845  §2.2.69,  and  in  Bk.:  al-TafsJr  [The  Qur’anic  ExegesisJ,  Ch.: 

“ 4The  Prophet  is  closer  to  the  believers  than  their  own  selves^”  4:1795  §4503; 
•Muslim  in  al-Sahth : Bk.:  al-Fara'id  [The  Inheritance],  Ch.:  “Whoever  Leaves 
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his  own  self]  in  the  world  and  the  Hereafter.  Recite  if  you  wish,  < The 
Prophet  is  closer  to  the  believers  than  their  own  selves ? [Q-33:61- 
So  whenever  a believer  dies  and  leaves  wealth  behind,  then  let  it  be 
inherited  by  his  family,  whoever  they  may  be.  And  whoever  leaves 
behind  a debt  or  destitute  dependents  let  him  come  to  me  for  I am  his 
master.” 

Agreed  upon. 
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17/17.  According  to  Jabir  b.  cAbd  Allah 

“When  Allah’s  Messenger  would  deliver  sermons,  his  eyes 
would  redden,  his  voice  would  rise,  and  his  admonition  would  become 


Behind  Wealth  Then  it  is  For  His  Heirs,”  3:12.38  §1619;  'Ahmad  b.  Hanbal 
in  al-Musnad,  2:334  §8399;  »‘Abd  al-Razzaq  in  al-Musannaf,  8:291  §15261; 
•Abu  ‘Awana  in  al-Musnad,  3:445  §5^3°!  #al-Bayhaq!  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra, 
6:238  §12148;  »Ibn  Kathlr  in  Ta f sir  al- Qur’an  al-'AzTm,  3:469. 

17  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Jumuca  [The  the  Friday  Prayer], 
chapter”  “Shortening  the  Prayer  and  the  Sermon,”  2:592  §867;  ‘Ahmad  b. 
Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  3:310  §14373;  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  in  Kitab  $al<*b 
al-‘tdayn  IThe  Two  Eid  Prayers],  Ch.:  “On  How  the  Sermon  is  Given,” 
3:188  §1578,  also  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra,  1:550  §1786;  »Ibn  Majah  in  the 
introduction  to  al-Sunan,  section,  “Abstinence  from  Blameworthy  Innovation 
and  Argumentation,”  1:17  §45!  *Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahth,  1.186  §10,  *al 
TabaranT  in  al-Mu‘jam  al-Awsat,  3:160  §9418,  and  in  •al-Mu'-jam  al-Kabtr, 
3:100  §8531;  *Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad,  4:85,  90  §§2111,  2119;  »al-BayhaqI  in 
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intense  as  if  he  were  warning  of  an  army  ready  to  attack  (any  time) 
day  or  night.  He  would  say,  T have  been  sent  together  with  the  Final 
Hour  like  these  two,’  joining  his  index  and  middle  fingers.  ‘Indeed, 
the  most  truthful  of  all  speech  is  the  Book  of  Allah,  and  the  best 
guidance  is  the  guidance  of  Muhammad.  The  worst  of  all  matters  is 
innovating  the  fundamentals.  Every  innovation  of  fundamentals  is  a 
blameworthy  innovation,  and  every  innovation  is  misguidance.  I am 
closer  to  every  believer  than  his  own  self,  so  whoever  leaves  behind 
property,  it  belongs  to  his  dependents,  and  whoever  leaves  behind  a 
debt  or  destitute  dependents,  then  it  is  on  me  [to  pay  his  debt  and  assist 
his  dependents].’” 

Reported  by  Muslim,  al-NasaT  and  Ibn  Majah. 
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18/18.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  j&, 

“A  man  who  was  drunk  was  brought  to  the  Prophet  and  he  said, 
‘Lash  him....5  When  the  man  departed  [after  receiving  the  prescribed 
penalty],  some  people  said  (to  him),  ‘Allah  humiliated  you!’  Upon 
hearing  this,  the  Prophet  said,  ‘Do  not  talk  like  this.  Do  not  help 


al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 3:206  §5544. 

18  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Hudud  [The  Prescribed 
Punishments],  Ch.:  “Striking  With  Palm  Branches  and  Shoes,”  6:2488  §6395, 
also  in  the  Ch.:  “What  is  Detested  of  Curses  Uttered  Against  Those  who 
Consume  Alcohol  and  Evidence  that  the  Drinker  is  Not  Expelled  From  the 
Religion,”  6:2489  §63 99;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:299  § 7973; 
•Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al-Hudud  [The  Prescribed  Punishments],  Ch.: 
“The  Prescribed  Punishment  for  Drinking  Alcohol,”  4:162  §447 7. 
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Satan  against  him.5” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl  and  Abu  Dawud. 

According  to  another  report,  he  said,  Say  instead,  May  Allah 
have  mercy  upon  you!5” 

Reported  by  Ahmad  and  al-Nasa'I. 
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19/19.  According  to  Abu  Musa  j^, 

“We  prayed  the  Dusk  Prayer  [Maghrib]  with  Allah’s  Messenger 
£ and  then  we  said,  ‘We  should  sit  for  a while  so  we  can  pray  the 
Nightfall  Prayer  [cIsh&]  with  him,  too.’  So  we  sat  [waiting]  and  as 
Allah’s  Messenger  arrived  (from  his  chamber),  he  asked,  How  come 
you  all  are  still  here?’  We  said,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah!  We  prayed  the 
Dusk  Prayer  with  you  and  said  that  we  should  sit  and  wait  to  pray 
the  Nightfall  prayer  with  you,  too.’  He  said,  ‘You  have  done  well’  or 
he  may  have  said,  ‘You  have  done  the  right  thing!’  Then  he  raised  his 
gaze  to  the  heavens  [and  he  would  often  raise  his  gaze  to  the  heavens], 

19  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-$ahih:  Bk.:  Fada’il  al-sahaba  [The  Virtues  of 
the  Companions],  Ch.:  “That  the  Presence  of  the  Prophet  ^ is  a Security  for 
the  Companions,  and  that  the  Presence  of  the  Companions  is  a Security  for  the 
Umtna,”  4:1961  §2.531;  «Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  4:398;  »Abu  Ya‘la  in 
al-Musnad,  13:260  §7276. 
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and  said,  ‘The  stars  are  armors  for  the  heaven,  and  when  the  stars 
fade  out  and  fall,  the  heaven  is  brought  what  was  promised  [the  Day 
of  Judgment];  and  I am  armour  for  my  Companions,  so  when  I go, 
my  Companions  will  be  brought  what  was  promised  to  them;  and  my 
Companions  are  armour  for  my  Community,  so  when  they  go,  my 
Community  will  be  brought  what  was  promised  to  them.’” 

Reported  by  Muslim  and  Ahmad. 


20/20.  According  to  Ubayy  b.  Kacb 

“The  Prophet  0.  was  near  the  outskirts  of  Medina  near  Banu  Ghifar 
when  Jibrll  came  to  him  and  said,  ‘Allah  has  commanded  you 
that  your  Community  should  recite  the  Qur’an  in  one  mode  [harf — 
semantic  rhythm].’  He  said,  T ask  Allah’s  pardon  and  forgiveness!  My 
Community  is  incapable  of  that.’  Then  he  [Jibrll]  came  to  him  a second 
time  and  said,  ‘Allah  has  commanded  you  that  your  Community 
should  recite  the  Qur’an  in  two  modes.5  He  said,  ‘I  ask  Allah’s  pardon 


20  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  Salat  al-musafir  wa  qasruhd  [The 
Traveler’s  Prayer  and  its  Shortening],  Ch.:  “That  the  Qur’an  Has  Seven  Modes 
of  Recitation,  and  What  that  Means,”  1:562  §821;  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al- 
kubra:  Bk.:  al-lftitah  [The  what  is  Said  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Prayer],  Ch.:  “A 
Compendium  of  what  is  Mentioned  About  the  Qur’an,”  2:152  §939. 
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and  forgiveness!  My  Community  is  incapable  of  that.’  Then  he  [Jibrll] 
came  to  him  a third  time  and  said,  ‘Allah  has  commanded  you  that 
your  Community  should  recite  the  Qur’an  in  three  modes.5  He  said, 
CI  ask  Allah's  pardon  and  forgiveness!  My  nation  is  incapable  of 
that.5  Then  he  [Jibrll]  came  to  him  a fourth  time  and  said,  ‘Allah  has 
commanded  you  that  your  Community  should  recite  the  Qur’an  in 
seven  modes — semantic  rhythms — and  whichever  mode  they  recite 
they  will  be  correct.555 

Reported  by  Muslim,  Abu  Dawud  and  al-Nasa’I. 
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21/21.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  j^, 

“There  was  a black  woman  (or  a black  man  and  [Abu  Hurayra 
was  unsure])  who  used  to  clean  the  Mosque,  and  Allah’s  Messenger 
found  her  missing  and  asked  about  her  (or  him),  and  they  [the 
Companions]  said,  ‘She  (or  he)  died/  He  asked,  ‘Why  did  you  not 
inform  me?5  It  was  as  if  they  belittled  his  or  her  status.  He  then  said, 


21  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Salah  [The  Prayer],  Ch.:  “On 
Sweeping  the  Mosque,”  1:175-176  §§446?  448>  and  m cil-JanaHz  [The 
Funerals],  Ch.:  “Praying  Over  the  Grave  After  [the  Deceased]  is  Buried,55  1:448 
§2172;  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-]anaHz  [The  Funerals],  Ch.:  Praying 
Over  a Grave,”  2:659  §956;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:388  §9025; 
•Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Jana'iz  [The  Funerals],  Ch.:  “Praying  Over  a 
Grave,55  3:211  §3203;  »Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  Ma  ja 5 ft  al-Jana'iz  [What 
has  been  Reported  Regarding  the  Funeral  Prayers],  Ch.:  “On  What  has  been 
Reported  Regarding  Prayers  Over  the  Graves,”  1:489  §x5 z7~J5z9j  #al-Nasa  I 
in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 1:651  §2.149;  »Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahih , 7:355  §3086; 
•al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 4:46-47  §§§6802,  6806. 
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‘Show  me  his  [or  her]  grave,’  and  so  they  showed  him  the  grave  and  he 
prayed  over  her  [or  him]  and  then  said,  ‘Indeed,  these  graves  are  filled 
with  darkness  for  their  inhabitants,  but  Allah  Jgj  fills  them  with  light 
due  to  my  prayers  over  them.’” 

Agreed  upon  and  this  wording  is  Muslim’s. 
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22/22.  According  to  Abu  Mascud 

“A  man  once  said,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah!  I come  late  to  the  Morning 
Prayer  because  of  so-and-so  [an  imam]  who  keeps  us  standing  for  a 
long  time.5  Upon  hearing  this,  Allah’s  Messenger  Jk  became  angry — 
and  I never  saw  him  get  angrier  at  any  other  instance  than  that  day — 
and  he  said,  ‘O  people!  Indeed,  there  are  people  among  you  who  drive 
others  away.’  So  whoever  leads  the  people  [in  prayer],  let  him  lighten 
it,  for  behind  him  are  the  weak,  the  elderly  and  those  with  needs.”’ 

Agreed  upon. 
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zz  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sablh:  Bk.:  al-Adban  [The  Adhan],  Ch.: 
“Concerning  He  Who  Complains  About  His  Imam  When  the  Latter  Lengthens 
the  Prayer  for  Too  Long,”  1:249  §672;  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  al-$alab  [The 
Prayer],  Ch.:  “On  Commanding  the  Imams  to  Lighten  the  Prayer,”  1:240  §466; 
•Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  al-Musnad , 4:118  §17106;  *Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan : Bk.: 
Iqama  al-sidah  wa  al-sunna  flha  [The  Second  Call  to  Prayer  and  the  Sunna 
Regarding  It],  Ch.:  “Whoever  Leads  a People  in  Prayer  Should  Lighten  It,” 
I:3I5  §984;  •al-Darimi  al-Sunan , 1:322  §1259;  #Ibn  Hibban  al-Sabtb , 5:509 
§2137;  •al-Tabarani  in  al-Mucjam  al-Kabir , 17:207  §557. 
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23/23.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Jj,,  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said, 

“When  one  of  you  leads  the  people  in  prayer  let  him  be  brief,  for 
among  them  are  the  weak,  the  ill  and  the  elderly.  And  when  one  of  you 
prays  by  himself,  then  let  him  lengthen  it  as  much  as  he  wants.5” 

Agreed  upon. 
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24/24.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said, 

“Many  a person  with  dishevelled  hair  who  is  turned  away  from  the 


Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Adhan  [The  A dhan],  Ch.:  “When 
Someone  Prays  Alone,  Let  Him  Lengthen  it  as  Long  as  He  Likes,”  1:248  §671; 
•Muslim  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Salah  [The  Prayer],  Ch.:  “On  Commanding  the 
Imams  to  Lighten  the  Prayer,”  1:341  §468;  *Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  al-Musnad , 
2:486  §10311;  •al-Tirmidhl  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al-Salah  [The  Prayer],  Ch.:  “On 
What  has  been  Reported  Regarding  the  Statement  that  if  One  of  You  Leads 
the  People  in  Prayer,  that  He  Should  Lighten  It,”  1:461  §236;  *Abu  Dawud  in 
al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Salah  [The  Prayer],  Ch.:  “On  Lightening  the  Prayer,”  1:211 
§794;  •al-NasaT  al-Sunan  al-Kubra:  Bk.:  al-lmatna  [The  Imamate],  Ch.: 
“On  the  Duty  of  the  Imam  to  Lighten  [the  Prayer],”  2:94  §823;  •Malik  in  al- 
Muwatta Bk.:  Salat  al-jamaQa  [The  Congregational  Prayer],  Ch.:  “What  is 
Done  in  the  Congregational  Prayer,”  1:134  §301;  •Ibn  Hibban  al-Sahih , 5:56 
§1760;  •al-Bayhaql  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 3:117  §5058. 

24  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Birr  wa  al-sila  wa  al-adab  [The 
Piety,  Familial  Integration,  and  Good  Manners],  Ch.:  “The  Virtue  of  the  Weak 
and  Obscure,”  4:2024  §2622,  also  in  Kitab  al-Janna  wa  sifa  na^imiha  wa 
ahliha  [The  Paradise  and  a Description  of  its  Bounties  and  Inhabitants],  Ch.: 
“The  Tyrants  Shall  Enter  the  Hellfire  and  the  Weak  Shall  Enter  Paradise,” 
4:2191  §2854;  •al-Bayhaql  in  Shtfab  al-Iman , 7:331  §10482;  and  cited  by  •Ibn 
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doors  is  such  that,  if  he  swore  an  oath  by  Allah,  He  would  certainly 
fulfil  it  for  him.” 

Reported  by  Muslim. 
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25/25.  According  to  another  report  from  Anas  b.  Malik  Allah’s 
Messenger  said, 

“Many  a person  who  is  dusty  and  with  dishevelled  hair  and  tattered 
garments  to  whom  no  one  shows  concern  is  such  that,  if  he  was  to 
swear  an  oath  by  Allah,  He  would  certainly  fulfil  it — and  al-Bara’  b. 
Malik  is  from  them.” 


Reported  by  Ahmad,  al-Tirmidhl  and  Ibn  Hibban.  According 
to  al-Tirmidhl,  “This  is  a fine  tradition”  and  according  to  al- 
Hakim,  “This  tradition  has  an  authentic  chain  of  transmission.” 
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Rajab  in  al^Ulum  wa  al-Hikam , 10:105  and  al-Mundhin  in  al-Targhib 
wa  al-Tarhlb , 4:73  §4849. 

25  Set  forth  by  #Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  al-Musnad , 3:145  §12502;  •al-Tirmidhl 
al-Sunan : Bk.:  al-Manaqib  [The  Exemplary  Qualities],  Ch.:  “The  Exemplary 
Qualities  of  al-Bara’  b.  Malik,”  5:692  §3854;  »Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahth,  14:403 
§6483;  •al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak , 3:331  §52.74;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mu^jam 
al-awsat , 1:264  §861;  *cAbd  b.  Humayd  al-Musnad, .1:370  §1236;  •al-MaqdisI 
in  al-Ahadlth  al-mukhtara , 4:420  §1595. 
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26/26.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  j^9 

“I  heard  Abu  al-Qasim  [Allah’s  Messenger]  0 say,  ‘Mercy  is  not- 
removed  from  any  save  he  who  is  wretched.’” 


Reported  by  Abu  Dawud,  al-Tirmidhl  and  al-Bukharl  in  al- 
Adab  [al-mufrad].  Al-Tirmidhl  said,  “This  is  a fine  tradition.” 
According  to  Al-Hakim,  “This  tradition  has  an  authentic  chain 
of  transmission,”  and  al-Dhahabl  attested  to  that. 


3 y & 'js\  ^ i:>:  Cf  ■ Y v /T V 

^ ^ s'  s'  ^ y s'  ^ S'  2°  s'  4 '*■'  0 ^ 0 ^ y } "l"*  s'  0 ss\  s'  y s'  *r  c 

:JlSj  : Jli  . iljJli  . alp  (JL^3  tSU 

.1  VA— 9 .’<JLi  . <^lJlojp  <1)1  Lla ^L$li  d^Sli  !l^  ^1 

aJ  aILp  0^0  cAj  J j-lliiT Sfl  J$!b\  Jy>  C-lS'  Li  oL  U jji y^i 

. lijjl  aILp  ^So  a!L>-  jJd\  I p t 

Jll  J\  *J\ J aJ  iiLlj  j JL^t *1 jj 

27/27.  Yazld  b.  Thabit  J*. — who  was  older  than  Zayd  b.  Thabit — said, 
“We  once  went  out  with  the  Prophet  When  he  came  upon  al- 


16  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:301  §7988;  •Abu  Dawud 
in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Adab  [The  Good  Manners],  Ch.:  “On  Mercy,”  4:286 
§4942;  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Birr  wa  al-sila  [The  Piety  and 
Familial  Integration],  Ch.:  “On  What  has  been  Reported  Regarding  Mercy 
Towards  People,”  4:323  §1923;  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Adab  al-Mufrad , 136  §3745 
•Ibn  Hibban  in  al -Sahib,  2:213  §466;  *Abu  Yacla  in  al-Mus?tad , 10:526  §6141; 
•Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannafy  5:214  §25360;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mucjam 
al-Au/sat , 3:54  § 2453;  •al-Tayalis!  in  al-Musnad , 1:330  §2529;  •al-Bayhaql 
in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 8:161  §16420,  and  in  •Shu'ab  al-Iman , 7:476  §11050; 
•al-Dhahabl  in  Mlzan  al-Ictidal , 5:204. 

27  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 4:388  §19470;  •al-Nasa)T 
in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Jana'iz  [The  Funeral  Prayers],  Ch.:  “On  Praying  Over  a 
Grave,”  4:84  §2022;  *Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-JanaHz  [The  Funerals], 
Ch.:  “On  What  has  been  Reported  Regarding  Prayer  Over  Graves,”  1:489 
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BaqT  [the  cemetery  in  Medina],  he  spotted  a fresh  grave  and  asked 
about  it.  The  Companions  said,  Tt  is  the  grave  of  so-and-so  [a  woman],’ 
whom  he  knew.  He  then  asked  them,  ‘Why  did  you  not  inform  me 
about  her?’  The  Companions  replied,  ‘You  were  reposing  and  fasting 
and  we  did  not  want  to  stir  your  calm.’  He  said,  ‘Do  not  do  that  again. 
If  anyone  among  you  whom  I know  dies  when  I am  not  present,  you 
must  inform  me,  for  my  prayer  upon  him  [the  deceased]  is  mercy.’ 
Then  he  approached  the  grave  and  we  lined  up  in  rows  behind  him 
and  he  uttered  four  takbirat  [said  Allahu  Akbar , praying  the  funeral 
prayer].” 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  al-NasaT,  Ibn  Majah  (and  this  is  his 

wording)  and  Ibn  Abl  Shayba. 


28/28.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  Mascud 

“The  Prophet  said,  ‘Indeed,  to  Allah  belong  angels  who  travel 
and  convey  me  my  Community’s  salutations.’  And  Allah’s  Messenger 


Jk  said,  ‘My  life  is  a great  good  for  you,  for  you  will  relate  about  me 


§1528;  *Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf,  2:475  §II2I7;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al- 
Mucjam  al-Kablr , 22:240  §628;  *Ibn  Abl  cAsim  in  al-Ahdd  wa  al-Mathdmy 
4:27  §1970;  #al-BayhaqT  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra , 4:48  §6809. 


8 Set  forth  by  •al- Bazzar  in  al-Musnad , 5:308  § 1925;  •al-Jahdami  in 


Fadl  al-Salah  Aid  al-Nabi  1:38-39  §25-26;  *Ibn  Sacd  in  al-Tabaqat  al- 
Kubra , 2:194;  #al-Shashl  in  al-Musnad , 2:253  §826;  •tf/-DaylamI  in  Musnad 
al-Firdaws , 1:183  §686;  #al-HaythamI  in  Majma 1 al-ZawaHd , 9:24;  and  in 
Bugbyat  al-Bahitb  c an  Zawa'id  Musnad  al-Harith , 2:884  §953. 
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and  things  will  happen  to  you;  and  my  passing  away  is  a great  good 
for  you,  for  your  actions  will  be  presented  to  me  (in  my  grave);  if  I 
see  goodness  I will  praise  Allah,  and  if  see  other  than  that,  I will  ask 
forgiveness  of  Him  for  you.’” 

Reported  by  al-Bazzar,  al-Jahdaml,  al-Shashl  and  Ibn  Sacd. 
According  to  Al-HaythamI,  “Its  sources  are  authentic.” 


29/29.  According  to  Imam  al-Bayhaql, 

“In  the  Qur'an,  Allah  called  him  a Messenger,  Prophet,  Unlettered, 
Witness,  Bringer  of  Good  News,  Warner,  Caller  to  Allah  with  His 
permission,  a Luminous  Lamp,  One  Full  of  pity,  Compassionate,  Clear 
Warner,  Reminder;  and  Allah  made  him  mercy,  bounty,  and  guide  and 
He  called  him  Servant  \cabd\.  May  Allah  send  abundant  greetings  and 
salutations  on  him.” 


2,9  Al-Bayhaqi,  Dala'il  al-Nubuwwa , 1:159-160,  and  Ibn  cAsakir  in  Tankh 
Madfnat  Dimashq , 3:20. 


